
 

“A SPIRITED TOMORROW” 
 

Welcome to Country by local person (if appropriate) 
Or Acknowledgement of Country 
 
Song: i.e. We Are (Brisbane Catholic Office) 

 
Introduction 
 
Reader:  Across all Queensland ‘s Catholic schools this year celebrate 175 years of   
  Catholic schooling.  
 
All:   In our school, in this week particularly, we celebrate Catholic Education in  
  Queensland experienced in the past. 
 
Reader:  We also remember and give thanks to God for all those whose passion, dedication and hard 

work have brought us to this time and place in Catholic Education.   
 
All:   In our school, in this week particularly, we celebrate Catholic Education in  
  Queensland experienced in the present.  
 
Reader:  The theme for this year is A Spirited Tomorrow. We look toward to the future with excitement 

and anticipation of what is to come for our journey ahead, trusting in God’s Spirit who walks 
with us and guides our way.  

 
All:   In our school, in this week particularly, we celebrate the vision of what   
  Catholic Education in Queensland can mean for the future.  
 
Reader:  In Queensland there are more than 310 Catholic schools, 20 000 staff and 149 000 students 

across five Dioceses.  We recognise that each one of us gathered today – those in Queensland 
and beyond – has a place in shaping the future of Catholic Education.  

 
Reader:  Today, in this space, in this time, we recognise we are in God’s presence (pause) 

As a sign of your commitment to live and work for Jesus’ mission – the mission of witnessing 
God’s love in this world, I invite you to make the sign of the Cross. 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
All:   Amen 
 
 
Entrance Hymn: See accompanying resource for song ideas. 
 
  



 

Opening Prayer  
 
Let us pray. 
God of this brand-new day,  
You have filled the world with life  
through the gift of the Spirit.  
As we gather today to celebrate 175 years of Catholic Education in Queensland,  
We ask that you continue to pour out your Spirit upon us all,  
so that each one of us will be strengthened to take your Word into our world.  
We make this prayer in the name of Jesus our Lord.  
 
All:   Amen.  
 
 
Gospel (Mt 13:44-46)  
(If the Gospel is dramatized…) 
 
Narrator:  Jesus said to the crowds: 
 
Jesus:  The kingdom of heaven is like treasure… 
 
All:   TREASURE! 
 
Jesus:  Treasure hidden in a field which someone has found; he sells everything he owns and buys the 

field. 
 
Narrator:  Jesus said to the crowds: 
 
Jesus:  Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls… 
 
All:   FINE PEARLS!  
 
Jesus:  When she finds a pearl of great value, she sells everything she owns to buy it. 
 
 
Breaking Open the Word 
 
Reader:  Jesus often used stories to tell his disciples and crowds important messages. We call them 

parables. In today’s scripture, we have heard Jesus telling the story of a field owner and a 
pearl merchant. Both of them find something of great value. This costs them nothing, and 
when they see how important it is, they give away everything else they own.  

 We have probably all heard that ‘it is in giving, we receive’. In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells the 
people that the kingdom of heaven is an incredible treasure. We only know about that great 
treasure because we have heard about it from Jesus.  

 Our gift to others, is to be able to share that news so that the whole world will know about 
God’s kingdom. When we give away things that we don’t need – jealousy, gossip, negativity, 
excessive screen time – we open ourselves to receiving God in new and exciting ways.  



 

 
And because we know about God’s kingdom, we can celebrate and find joy in every new day 
that is a gift from God.  

 
Let us take a few moments to reflect: 

 When did I give thanks to God today? Yesterday? How many times in the past week?  
In what ways do I show my appreciation to God? 

 
 
Prayers of the Faithful  
 
Leader:  Trusting in God’s mercy, we call to mind our needs and the needs of our world as we pray ... 
 
Reader:  For Pope Francis, our Bishops and all leaders of the Church (pause) may God continue to guide 

and inspire the work they do in leading the Church, through its many communities, into the 
future (pause) Lord, hear us.  

All:  Lord hear our prayer 
 
Reader:  For the Catholic kindergartens, schools and universities in Queensland (pause) may their 

communities be places where the Good News is shared and received with great joy and hope. 
(pause) Lord, hear us. 

All:   Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
Reader:  For our political and civic leaders (pause) may their discernment and decision making be just 

so that tomorrow reflects God’s plan of love to be experienced by all. (pause) Lord, hear us. 
All:   Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
Reader:  For those who are sick or suffering in mind or body particularly those affected by coronavirus 

(pause) may they know the comforting embrace of God whose love knows no end. (pause) 
Lord, hear us. 

All:   Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
Reader:   For those who have died (pause) may they find forgiveness and mercy with God in heaven. 

(pause) Lord, hear us.  

All:   Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
Leader:  With confidence in your great love and mercy, we make all our prayers in faith and in love 

through Christ our Lord.  
All:   Amen  
 
  



 

Closing Prayer 
 
God of our journey,  
You call us to be disciples to all nations. 
Guided by the Spirit,  
help us to always have Christ’s mission of love, mercy, peace and justice  
at the forefront of our minds  
as we share the Good News of the Risen Jesus with others.    
We make this prayer through Christ our Lord.  
 
Closing Hymn: See accompanying resource for song ideas. 


